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EDITOR’S WELCOME

“Hello fellow ELAMites and
welcome to our Spring
edition of Progression.

Also in this edition we have a write up of the Chariman’s
boxing day ride and a product report on some

“Spring has sprung
apparently, but looking at the

You may also be aware that ELAM has a new Chief

weather forecast for this
weekend, you wouldn’t think
so. Temperatures plummeting
and possible snow flurries. I did, however, manage to
get out on one social ride in January (Yes, January!), a
write up of which you can find in this edition.

I have

also ventured back to my home town of Colchester, via
Finchingfield of course! I’ll lead a ride back there in the
near future, so keep your eyes posted on the Forum for
more details.
Speaking of the Forum, it got lots of discussion at the
AGM earlier this week. Do you love it or loath it? Please
let us know so that we can improve things.
The
committee aren’t mind readers, so please let us know
how you feel. You can send me or any member of the
committee an email on any topic about your club. You
can read the full report on the AGM on pages 10 & 11.
On the Forum I have also posted topics about Hopp
rider training and about organising another motocross
day. Both of which have been reported on in previous
editions of Progression. If you would be interested in

waterproof boots - very topical at this time of year.

Observer. Find out a bit more about him, and what has
happened to the old one on pages 8 & 9.
On a personal note, the deputy sub editors parents are
over visiting us from Australia during April, which
probably means I can’t get out on the bike as much as I
would like during that time.
A small price to pay I
guess, especially if they’ve travelled ten thousand miles
to come and see us. That’s more than I do in a year! I
am looking forward to taking them through some of our
wonderful countryside though, so I might bump into
some of you in Finchingfield.
Do any of you have any trips planned for this year?
We’d love to hear about your adventures, so don’t forget
to take lots of photos and notes so that you can write an
article for me when you get back. I know of at least two
trips happening during April and May, neither of which I
can attend. I’m very jealous!
That’s it from me, I hope you enjoy this quarters edition
of progression.”

taking part in either of these events, then just let me
know via the forum or via email. But be quick, spaces
are limited and they are going fast.
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Charlie Osborne

VIEW FROM THE CHAIR
“ We l c o m e t o o u r
Spring edition of
Progression..
“We've just had our
AGM, many thanks to
all who have helped
ELAM in the last year.
There are too many of
you to name, but as you
are all aware many hands make light work. In summary,

We have a guest speaker at our next social evening on
the 2nd April, Keith from Infinity Motorycles. The days
are getting longer, so it would be great to see a few
motorycles in the car park at Eton Manor.
Ride Safe”

- Brian Dunne

the oﬃcers of the club remain the same.
This will be my third and final year as Chair, I know that
Mark Hyam, our Group Secretary will also be standing
down next March. Ideally we would be in the position
where we each have a shadow so that we could hand
over at the next AGM. Interested parties should contact
myself or Mark.
As discussed at the AGM, we will be actively seeking
new members through word of mouth and advertising.
We already have printed some business cards (see
below) and have given them out at the Bike show, the
Bikesafe team and local dealers. If you would like a
bundle then please come to our next social night.
We want to increase the number of full members social
rides and we need ride leaders in order to achieve this.
Last year we had a record number of associates pass
their test and become full members, congratulations to
all of you and to our Observer team for helping you
achieve the pass.
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NEWBIES...

NEW ASSOCIATES
Peter Truran

Michael McArthy

Daniel Field

Matthew Sayer

Anthony Hoodless

Maad Shiekh

NEW MEMBERS

If new associates (or anyone in ELAM) would like to tell us more about themselves them
contact me at:

progression@elam.org.uk
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RIDER PROFILE
-Daniel Field

“Hello ELAM. My name is Daniel, I'm 20 and I've been
riding for 4 years now.

I joined this club because of the IAM skills for life course.
I thought it was just a training club when I first enrolled, but

I started oﬀ on a moped when I was 16 and then did my
full test at 17. I ride my bike virtually everyday to work in
all weathers and to various places.. No I'm not a courier,
I'm just self employed!

now I have a better understanding I would like to get more
involved with the group. It would be nice to really start
mixing with more people and bikers, riding with the same

Since I've had my full license I have owned 4 bikes as well

people all the time can aﬀect your riding and make you a
bit complacent at times so I think it would be good to be

as riding other bikes, most of which my dad also owns!

around new people.

My bikes in order of owning;
• 1989 yamaha FZR600

The sort of riding I do? Anything and
everything.. I love touring, I love
commuting and I love going around the

• 1981 Honda CX 500 custom
• 2001 Suzuki GSX600F
• 2002 BMW R1150GS

lanes. I honestly enjoy everything. I've
done a couple of trips, one of which was
around Spain and some to Wales. Not
many yet but I plan to rack up the miles
doing what I love (Ed: You should speak
to our social secretary, Paul Brown, he’d
give you some tips on where to go!)
I would love to talk to more people in ELAM about touring
holidays and stuﬀ, but for now I think I have bored you all
long enough!

I have also ridden my dads 1976 Honda cg125, 1987
Suzuki gs850.

I'm a very open minded guy so if anyone wants to chat

I've had a lot of experience on diﬀerent types of bikes
which is something I am proud of. It is hard to pick my

- Daniel

then just get in contact :) nice meeting you all :)

favourite, but it’s between the Honda cx500 and the BMW
which is currently my everyday bike.
People say the BMW is an old mans bike (Ed: I couldn’t
agree more!) and they ask me why I own one when I'm so
young. Generally people saying these things ride sports
bikes, I'm not judging a book by its cover but you can
imagine the sort of bikers I'm on about. My answer to them
is I can do everything they can do on their bike, just a lot
more comfy, and on any road I want.
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RIDER PROFILE
-Maad Sheikh

“My name is Maad Sheikh and I have been riding
motorcycles for (only) just under 3 years.
In this time I have owned 3 diﬀerent bikes; a Honda CBR
125R, a Yamaha YZF-R125 and my current bike which is a
2009 Limited Edition CBR600RR. The 600 is my favourite
of the three just because of how smooth and responsive
everything is.
I decided to join ELAM because I will be taking the IAM
Skills for Life course. By joining the club I wish to gain a
wider range of knowledge about staying safe on the roads
and also being able to look much further ahead where
possibly hazardous situations could be developing so they
can be avoided with ease.
One of my favourite ride destinations would have to be
High Beach, Epping. I have only been there once before
and due to the miserable British weather, I haven't been
able to go since.

Although I haven't been on any trips abroad by bike, I
would love to travel to Iceland. I have been there a couple
of times to visit good friends who are locals. I am currently
planning a trip to travel there via motorcycle. As there is
no longer a direct ferry from the UK, I would need to ride to
Denmark, catch the ferry to the Faroe Islands and then
take the ferry again the following day to Iceland. Upon
arriving, it would be a 6 hour ride to the capital. A big ride
indeed!
The people in the group that I have spoken to are very
friendly and helpful. I haven't had much time with anyone
but I am really looking forward to coming to some of the
social rides and starting my upcoming course.

- Maad
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RIDE REPORT

Boxing Day Ride - 26th December 2012
Led by Brian Dunne
Report by Ed Stewardson
Once upon a time at 10am on Leaving Ongar as legends in a
December the 26th 2012.
sandwich between Brian and the tail
I was standing inside a McDonalds end charlie - Annie and Mike - our
minding my own business making legal exhaust pipes, respectful
small talk to an Elamite when I was attitude, thermal protective attire and
distracted by a pair of beautiful leather boots proceeded towards
flattering eye lashes that belonged to Saﬀron Walden via some challenging
none other than our very own r o a d s t h a t d e m a n d e d s e r i o u s
rustically hansom Brian Dunn. Once I concentration and the disciplined use
caught my breath he suggested I, of IPSGA to avoid the crap that the
Edward Stewardson of Triangle rain and flood waters had washed into
Electrical Services ltd, a mere director the roads making the desire to browse
of a small business with vast the APP store on my new touch
ambitions and 15+ years of riding s c r e e n s m a r t p h o n e n e a r o n
experience with a penchant for loose impossible.
women and vintage rum compose a With a bladder full of morning coﬀee
write up of the days ride.
and Police hot/not on our tails it was a
Being a brilliant yet modest inspiration risky pleasure to have a cheeky stop
and a GSA rider/enthusiast I replied to use the convenience of a farmer’s
“yes” before there was time to think field/lake and a chance for Nigela to
this commitment through. Any of you woo us with his Jelly Beans which is
that have conversed with me will know enough said on this obscene subject.
I can be ever so slightly inappropriate The evening was drawing in and 1pm
and come from a gene pool of very was becoming a reality, witnessing a
silly people, so before I continue I few desperate soles reversing back up
must apologise on my parents behalf an M11 slip road to avoid joining the
for what is to follow.
road to Purgatory we closed in on our
Since the dawn of the modern age destination to have a philosophic
Brian has been our host for the Boxing discussion on the eﬀect the sun’s
Day extravaganza where we are gravitational pull has on a migrating
promised a scenic ride through the badgers mating protocol…….
Essex country lanes.
After leaving I feel confident that I can speak on
Bullsmoore lane our group of 12ish behalf of the group, including Dell,
headed towards the great seas of when I say thank you Brian for a day
Abridge in the direction of Ongar. On filled with enjoyment, good company
our arrival and replicating the biker and above all some good old
gang in the epic post-apocalyptic mad fashioned two wheeled fun.
max 2 we roared through the village at Bring on 2013!
a ridiculous 20-30 mile an hour
striking fear into the locals.
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Ed

BOXING DAY RIDE REPORT
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CHANGES - BY RICK BROWN

In case you have missed the news, ELAM has a new Chief
Observer - Rick Brown. In this article Rick introduces himself and
tells us a bit about his background.

“I have decided to take the opportunity of becoming
Chief Observer (CO); a title I always felt a little
pretentious. Some of you have known me for some
time; some will have never met me and I guess there
are many somewhere in between.
I’ve titled this article “Changes”, which seems appropriate
for two reasons. One is the change of CO for ELAM, and
the other is changes in my personal/work life that have
taken place during the past two years.
Firstly the change of CO for ELAM. A big thank you to
our outgoing (by now outgone) CO - Andrew Beckett who brought his own brand to the role and along with his
predecessor Claire, has done much to maintain and raise
standards of observing in ELAM during a time of reducing
activity in motorcycling generally and within ELAM
specifically. This is for a variety of reasons some outside
and some inside our control. Due to Andrew moving on
geographically it is impractical for him to continue as CO.
I hope the best for Andrew in all his activities and have
appreciated his straightforward approach and friendship
over the past ten years or so.
The result of this – we need a new CO. You have got me.
So who am I? I hope the following will shed some light.
I was brought up in East London, got my first motorcycle,
a 1963 200cc Triumph Tiger Cup at the age of 15. Was
married at the age of 19, the early part of my working life
was spent as a messenger aboard (and sometimes falling

brew 750cc Bonneville in a flat-track style, this saw a bit
of sprinting action at the North Wield Classic Sprint on
two occasions.
I eventually bought a modern motorcycle, a Honda VTR
1000 in 2000 followed by a 2002 model 748 Ducati, a
2008 848 Ducati and currently a 2000 model Suzuki
SV650, acquired this summer as a commuter after the
848 was destroyed in a hit and run. The past 12 years or
so has included European tours, track days, weekend
blasts around the home counties, various longer trips in
England and Wales and of course involvement with
ELAM/IAM.
Kim and Helen (an ELAM observer) joined ELAM in about
2000. Having observed their riding progress my interest
was raised. I was only interested in joining ELAM for the
social and riding aspect of the club as my riding ability, of
course, did not need to be improved – Huh, don’t make
me laugh! I quickly realised my riding was . . . well . . .
rubbish.
I passed the IAM test, was accepted as a trainee
observer, passed the test and moved on to take my
Senior Observer test six years ago. These days I like to
think my riding is a bit better than pre-ELAM but am only
too aware of how much there is still to learn.
Secondly the recent changes in my personal/work life.

oﬀ) various motorcycles/mopeds in the West End for a
Graphic Design Studio. My working life progressed
through design, commercial art work and typesetting until
the age of 32. At this time with two young sons my wife
and I decided to swap roles, I became house husband
and my wife, Kim, took a full time job at St Bart’s. Medical
College Computer Department.
For the following 20 years or so I developed a house
maintenance and alteration business in and around
Hackney where we were living. For the second half of this
time I was joined by Kim and, on and oﬀ, by our two sons.
Motorcycling became a ‘for pleasure’ only activity, riding
and tinkering with classic Triumph bikes including a home
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CHANGES
Around two years ago Kim and I closed our business,
kicked our two sons and one daughter-in-law out of our

role as CO with ELAM is to be able to facilitate the
training side of the club. Most jobs that need to be done

house (in Hackney) sold the house and moved to a

by the Training Team (Trainee and Qualified Observers

rented property on top of Llanllwni Mountain in South
Wales. Summer 2012 I enrolled on a three year Diploma

and Senior Observers) won’t be done by me.
I would like to take this opportunity to ask you all to

in Practitioner Counselling course at City Lit College in
Holborn. We also bought a house in Takeley, Essex and

question what you may be able to do for ELAM, whether
that be admin, social activities, writing articles for

moved in August 2012 – many of you ride past our front

progression, coming up with helpful ideas or being

door on social rides.
This year I took a voluntary placement as Bereavement

present on social rides and events.
If you are an observer (of any shade) expect to have a

Counsellor in Islington, started some part-time money
earning work with my brother in the Billericay area,

role, big or small, grand or modest, in addition to your
observing.

helping to manage his Decorating and Property

ELAM has done some great work within the

Maintenance Business.
Much of my week is spent studying for the Counselling

motorcycling community in East London and I hope this
will continue.

course, supervision for the counselling placement and
riding up and down the M11 on the trusty SV650 to and
from Holborn and Islington.

Rick.

Life is busy but involving. My week is made up of a great
variety of activities but with structure. My hope for my
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ELAM AGM
by Charlie Osborne

It takes a lot to make me venture out on the bike on a
cold winters eve, but I feel the eﬀort is worth it to find
out what is happening in ELAM and how some of the
members feel about how the club is being run.
The aims of the AGM are relatively
simple.
The chairman provides a
report on the objectives of the club,
the key focus areas for the coming
year and the general health of ELAM.
The Secretary provides a short report
on the members and anything worthy
of note about the IAM in general. The
Treasurer reports on our financial
health and then finally we vote on the
committee members.
This is all
interspersed with questions and some
discussion from the attendees. And
we even get fed by Mitch, our social
secretary!

promotional activity by both the IAM and ELAM. Some
members said they were disappointed that the IAM did
not have a stand at any of the big shows this year. This
is probably due to the cost (which can be up to
£40,000!). We noted that there may be
an option for the IAM to get help
from tfl (transport for London),
which should be helping to promote
motorcycling in London.
But ELAM can also do more
promotional activity, and I think this
will be a focus area this year. We
have had business cards printed
and a couple of our taxi driving
members have volunteered to
advertise the club in their cabs. If
you have any other ideas on how to
promote ELAM then please get in
touch at progression@elam.org.uk

I arrived at Eton Manor Rugby club at
about 7.20, in plenty of time for a 7.45
start. I was greeted by Marek on the door to check I had
paid my subs and was eligible to vote. Lucky I had and I
was. He handed me a voting card to be used later and
also a form for me to fill in so that the club could claim
back gift aid. That’s a no-brainer, I’d rather ELAM had
my tax money than the government.
After I had done the necessary admin I was allowed to
enter the hall where I saw faces, old and new. Most of
the faces were the regular ones. The people who turn up
to most ELAM events. It was a little
disappointing not to see more
people and more new faces, and
this was a subject for discussion
later on in the night.
After mingling for a bit, we were
summoned to take our seats for
the proceedings to start. Brian
kicked oﬀ the meeting by
thanking us for making the eﬀort
to attend and by running through
the agenda. He then went on to
provide some stats on the health
of the club.
Unfortunately new members and
associates are both down on previous years. We think
this could be due to a combination of the economy - less
new bikers in general - but also probably due to reduced

Brian then went on to praise our
excellent Observer corp. We are very
lucky in ELAM to have some of the best Observers in the
country, which are often sought out by the IAM to be at
the forefront of the latest training techniques. I’m sure
you all agree that our Observers are excellent and we
owe them a great deal for making us safer bikers.
The next topic was social activity within the club. This is
an area which again has seen reduced attendance over
the last few years.
Social rides are very important for
all associates, but it seems
these are becoming less
frequent and less well
attended over the past few
years. Even in the short time
I’ve been with the club this is
evident. This year the we have
committed to put more social
rides in the calendar and have
asked full members to
volunteer to lead them. I think
this is a great idea, and puts
the onus on us, the full
members, to step up and
volunteer our time. We can’t
leave it all to the same few faces.
It’s not fair on them and it makes for a less interesting
club.
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In addition to social rides the club also runs monthly
social evenings. Last year we had diﬀerent speakers
and themes like the BBQ, curry night, quiz night. Again,
it was pretty much the same faces as always attending
these events.
Brian
recounted one event where
there were only a handful of
people showed up for a
particular speaker, which
was very embarrassing for
him and us.
We are not sure why this is.
There was some discussion
that it may be due to
communication, and
moving over to the forum
instead of the email
contact.
As a result
Anthony Fitzgerald has
oﬀered to write an article to
demystify the forum and help you get the most from it.

the committee, which was welcomed by everybody
present. Watch this space for a article from Paul in the
next edition of Progression.
That was the final agenda
item of the evening. It was
really interesting to find out
a bit more about the club
and the key items
concerning the committee
and to hear some fresh
ideas from some of the
members.
In summary...
• Numbers are down and
we need to arrest this
decline, which we will do
through more promotional
activity.

But what do you think? Why aren’t you coming to the
social nights? What would make you come to one?
Personally speaking I like to learn something from them.
I am particularly poor at motorcycle maintenance, so if
we ran a simple bike maintenance evening, where I
could learn some basic tips and things to look out for, I
would turn up.

• We are lucky enough to have some of the best
observers in the country.
• Attendance at social events is very poor and we would
like to address it this year. But, we are not mind
readers, so please tell us what you want. It is your club
after all. I’ll write an article on the best ideas if you
send me enough emails.... progression@elam.org.uk
• The club is in
g o o d fi n a n c i a l
health and we
need ideas of
how to spend our
money
on
training related
matters.
If you
have any ideas
then please send
us an email or
perhaps start a
Thread on the
Forum.

Please tell me what would make you turn up to a
social evening.
Send me an email at
progression@elam.org.uk with your thoughts.
The next speaker was our Secretary, Mark Hyam.
Mark confirmed that almost all of our new
associates came
through the
IAM skills for
life course. We
again noted
that we needed
to increase our
promotional activity to
get more associates
through other means.
Mike Coggins, our Treasurer, then reported
on the financial health of the club. In
summary, we are rolling in it!
We
committed to spend more on
promotion and to attend diﬀerent
events like the Driver Awareness Day
on the 29th July. This has been posted
on the Forum, so if you want to
contribute then please check it out.

• Communication has declined since moving to the
forum. People may not have the time or interest to
actively go and look for information, they want it sent
to them. We will try and address this by providing
training and coaching on how to use the forum,
but also investigate other communication
options. If you have a view on this particular
m a t t e r, t h e n s e n d m e a n e m a i l a t
progression@elam.org.uk
Thanks to all those who turned up. It would
be great to see some more new and old faces
next time.

The next agenda item was to elect the
committee. This went without incident,
the only thing worthy of note being that
Paul Gillett has volunteered to re-join

Charlie.
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FULL MEMBERS RIDE

Led by Paul Brown
Report by Dave Gallagher and Paul Brown
Paul: “I'd heard Nigel was gonna be out of the social
ride leading loop for a while so took the plunge &
stepped up to the plate.

old K75. Pulling into the McDonalds car park at just gone
9am, I saw two Triumphs already parked up, (black also!)
so I pulled up next to them.

Planning routes & linking bendy roads together is
something I've enjoyed and been doing since getting
back to bikes in August 2010. I'm very much old school
in my approach - paper map & garmin sat Nav. No tank
bag map for me.
I got the destination from Nigel, who got it from Mike
Stewardson. We were going to Grafham Water, a very
picturesque spot up near Cambridge.
I picked an appropriate McDonald's to start and then
joined up as many funky roads as I could until reaching
the destination. I then picked a day to reccy the route to
check it was up to the required standard i.e. not too
many, preferably no, boring roads. On the first try there
were a few, so back to the map & garmin for a bit of
tweaking.
With the route planned I then went onto the forum to
pick a suitable date, preferably the first one available. I
then nervously watched the weather forecast for the
week leading up to it...

Paul and Charlie were inside. I introduced myself, and we
had a chat about the weather (surprise!), and who else
might be joining us! Apologetic texts were beeping on
Paul’s mobile! Half an hour later, the three of us were still
there, and we decided to give it another five minutes,
more in hope than expectation, I thought!
However, as we rose to leave, a familiar figure
pulled up on his white Pan-Euro: Del had
“as it happened,
Dave: “Decisions decisions!” This was
arrived, and just in the nick of time!! We
there was no frost as I
my last entry as I pressed the “post
decided to dump the convoy system on
opened the curtains and
reply” button on the ELAM forum on the
this occasion, after swapping mobile
peered out”
evening of the 11th January. The weather
numbers. just in case! So, oﬀ we went, in a
promised frost, possible snow from the
haze of light brown spray that quickly began to
West, and temperatures of between 3-4
coat our bikes and lids! Funny how you don’t notice
degrees! Hmmm!?
it as much on your clothes?
Well, as it happened, there was no frost as I opened the
curtains and peered out. It was definitely chilly, and it
Paul: It was early January (I think). We got lucky, no
had been raining lightly also, but no frost.
snow or rain, but it was cold. We were 4 in total, Charlie
Not having done a full members ride before, I was a little
(Progression editor), Dave (BMW) & Del who arrived with
nervous about the conditions, but my decision was to
moments to spare. Our first leg was to Buntingford.
gamble on the weather…. dangerous, but worth a punt I
thought!
Dave: The route for the first hour or so was familiar: up
As I rode over to Stewardstone McDonalds from
towards Waltham Abbey, into lanes and up past Nazeing.
Hackney, it was a little wet, but not that bad. The type of
Through Roydon: over that lovely little level crossing, and
light rain covering the road was of the sort that makes
up to the Hadhams.
everything filthy! Lucky most of my gear is black, as is my
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Dave: It was a lovely mid winter’s day! Great view, low
light, assorted food, cakes and tea, (and some fine
stories from Del) made for a perfect stop.

I always find the first 10 or so miles challenging, as your
chops get up to speed. What made it more so were the
conditions! I had a little rear wheel slide as I tapped
slightly on the rear brake
approaching a roundabout
before Nazeing. Del spotted it!
You learn so much more when
conditions are worse. Wet
lanes/mud on roads/assorted
microclimates, you name it and
it seemed to be evident!
“Safety, Surface, Sight-lines
and Straight-lines” was ringing
in my ears! From the Hadhams,
we headed to Buntingford where
we took a quick break in a smallish café. Thanks to
Charlie for clearing some seats
for us by waving a bar stool at
some punters! Don’t worry! It
was all in the best possible
taste!

Paul: I had another diﬀerent loop
planned for return leg but the cold
had got to the rest as they weren't
in heated gear ..... It's the way to
go .
Dave: Then, with roads dry, decent
light, and the temperature dipping,
we turned south onto the A1 for the
blast back into London! Charlie
carried on down the A1 as the rest of us
headed back to the A10 through Baldock, and then we
split up at the M25 junction with the
A10.
Paul: They all seemed to enjoy the
route & I enjoyed leading . A good
crack .

Paul: We stopped in
Buntigford to warm up &
rehydrate. Then on up A507
and various other classic
bendy beauties.

Dave: Well done Paul for sorting a
great route, (nods to Mike S as well,
I understand), and to Charlie and
Del for being up for it also! Fine and
skilled company to cut my teeth on
my first full members ride! There aren’t
many occasions when you can take a successful gamble
where the weather is concerned! Decisions decisions,
eh?

Dave: Back in the saddle, and
thankfully, the roads have dried, so we make real good
progress through Baldock, and into unfamiliar lanes
heading north. Progress was swift
here. Some lanes opened out
into long gentle twists with
excellent visibility. The limit
point must have been close to
a mile ahead in some places.
No point in hanging around! I
re m e m b e r g o i n g t h ro u g h
“Great Gransden”. It sounded
like something Robin might say
to Batman! Past Toseland
(James – easy one), and Oﬀord
Cluny (George – another easy
one), ending up at a garage on the Southbound A1 at
Buckden. We filled up, and headed over to Grafham
Water, which was only five minutes away.

Paul: Will be running the same
route in early March. I’ve also got
another one planned and ready for
the summer, but that's a proper
long one and we need plenty of
daylight!. It's down to loomies cafe
oﬀ the classic A272 road, looping
back from West to East London.
It's even better than the Grafham
one!
See you out there.

Paul Brown & Dave Gallagher

Paul: We stopped for lunch @ grafham cafe. Good nosh
and nice view.
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ELAM CURRY NIGHT IN JANUARY
by Charlie Osborne
Christmas has been unwrapped, New Years eve has
been seen in with fireworks and a good few glasses
of bubbly, and now we are in January... Boring, boring
January.
I don’t know about you, but I hate January. It’s feels like
such a long month, the
weather is rubbish,
it’s dark all the time
and if you do go out
on your bike you
have to spend hours
cleaning
it
afterwards! Not my
idea of fun.
So, it was a like a
ray of sunshine to
have the ELAM curry
night to look forward
to on the 18th. An
evening
of
socialising with like
minded people and
of course a good
couple of onion
bahjis and a nice
spicy chicken madras.
ELAM organises these curry nights a few times a year
and it’s a great opportunity to catch up with old friends
and talk about what they’ve been up to through the
winter months when ELAM social activity is at a
minimum.

this point, but I find it interesting because I always learn
something new.
As the evening starts to wind down a few us decide to
pop to the local pub for a night cap and a bit of a gossip.
So Alex, Mike, Steve and his girlfriend and I spent the
next hour or so
shooting the breeze
and trying not to talk
too much about
bikes, much to the
delight of Steve’s
GF.
All-in-all a good
night out, and a
great way to get
over the boredom
and depression of
January.
I’m sure
we’ll run another
curry night mid year,
we usually do one
after Folembray I
recall, and I’m sure it
will be in the
calendar for January
too.
So, if you want to see a few old faces, or meet
some of your fellow club members, why not pop along to
the next one.
All the best,
- Charlie

It’s also a good way to meet new people and get to
know some of the senior ELAMites as well as new
members and associates.
At this curry night, we were going to meet 4 new
members who were having their pass certificates
presented by our Chairman - a great opportunity to
celebrate all the hard work that they, and their observers,
have put in over the months, and in some cases years!
Congratulations again to Alex Howden, Steve Saﬀer,
Mike Parmanand (AKA Mr. Forum) and Chris Gossop.
Especially well done to Chris for gaining a “first”
classification.
With the formalities out of the way we could concentrate
on eating and talking. Naturally the conversation tends to
focus on bikes, biker clothing, ride destinations etc. I’m
sure the deputy sub-editor was glad she didn’t come at

[16]

[17]

MOTO GP NEWS
As you may be aware, the Moto GP 2013
season gets underway on April 7th (also my
birthday!).
No Casey Stoner this year, but
Valentino Rossi should at least be a bit closer
to the front...

oﬀ the race track. I guess that is why I, like many
others, consider you a hero of my generation.”
Even the Mayor of Florence and somewhat a celebrity
himself in Italy, Matteo Renzi, has donated a message
for Rossi. “I remember the diﬃcult days in June 2010:
his accident at Mugello and subsequent hospitalisation
in Florence,” he recalls. “But I also remember that
ability to return to competition so quickly. That was a
victory in itself – and one achieved with a smile. A
smile we all want, to be able to dream of a beautiful
future.”
Oakley and Bridgestone are not lacking in motivation,
either, but perhaps the most important message
comes from the man with whom Rossi has
experienced the highs, lows, victories and defeats and
always had alongside:

Rossi’s Yamaha comeback, coupled with his
encouraging results in testing so far this year, have
rekindled a light that never went out for the legions of
number 46 followers. Quite simply, many just never lost
faith in the nine-time world champion. This is very
much confirmed in the March edition of Riders.
The support has come flooding in for a competitor who
sparks passion in abundance. They range from
Hollywood actors such as Daniel Day-Lewis and Brad
Pitt to Italian celebrities and a selection of institutions,
colleagues, friends, sponsors and fans.

“Do what you like with Valentino, but there’s always a
fun and light side,” explains Davide Brivio, advisor to
Rossi and former Team Manager at Yamaha. “Of the
thousands of moments we’ve spent together, the most
recent that springs to mind is his great joy of re-signing
with Yamaha. At the Monza Rally (which Rossi won)…I
hadn’t seen that smile for two years. Now he’s
rediscovered his motivation and desire to fight - and to
be in there with a chance…”

“He’s an idol for me,” says Pitt, who last visited the
MotoGP paddock at Mugello in 2008. “I would give
anything to be him. He’s got speed and balance – pure
art. To watch him is like reading a poem.” Day-Lewis
describes the Italian as ‘a genius’. “(A rider’s) work
requires both discipline and a wild spirit. He has his
practical side, but at the same time there is something
there that is simply intangible.”
“I appreciate what he is a lot,” adds Oliviero Toscani,
iconic Italian photographer. “He is undoubtedly one of
the Italian maestros; firstly with the way he rides a
motorcycle, of course, but also by that way he talks.
He has a great sense of humour and, even when
explaining why something might be wrong with his
bike, he’s doing it while smiling. A great man and a real
inner fire. I can only dream of a lap on a motorcycle
with him...”
The next words came from a man who may be found a
little closer to the paddock.“I’ve been a fan of yours
since childhood,” says Andrea Iannone, who this year
contests MotoGP alongside Ben Spies at Pramac. “I
have always followed you with admiration. You’re the
real protagonist. A person to be admired both on and

Got any news to share?
progression@elam.org.uk

[18]

OTHER MOTORCYCLE NEWS
The French Minister of Interior has announced an indefinite
delay on the fines for motorists – including motorcyclists, who
do not carry a breathalyser kit with them in their vehicle.
Previously, it was decided that fines would be issued from 1
March 2013.
Currently, all drivers in France, including motorcyclists, are
required to carry a breathalyser kit and the €11 fine would have
been applicable to all road users, except for those on mopeds.
Anyone driving in France is already required to carry a warning
triangle and a fluorescent safety vest to use in an emergency.
Additionally UK motorists and motorcyclists must display a GB
plate.
IAM director of policy and research Neil Greig said: “The law for
carrying breathalysers will no longer be enforced through fines
but in order to comply with the law you must keep a
breathalyser kit in the car whenever you’re travelling to or
through France

Got any news to share?
progression@elam.org.uk
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PRODUCT REVIEW - SIDI WATERPROOF BOOTS
Six weeks later it was still sitting there unused,
along with my new boots!!!! (unfortunately things
beyond my control I couldn‘t get out of).

T’was Christmas morn and nothing was
stirring not even a mouse. I got out of bed all
excited because I knew what was waiting for
me under the Christmas tree - all wrapped in
Christmas paper and ribbon - my new boots!

I have finally got to use them now. I especially
like the lovely steel strip on the front oﬀ the boot
which comes In handy for kicking naughty
associates on one of my all ability rides. That’s if
the wife ever lets me out again!

I was like a little kid, ripping oﬀ the paper in a
nano second and there they were, the most
gorgeous boots all shiny and new. I tried them on
straight away, but a word of warning, oﬀ-road
motorcycle boots and a dressing gown is a Big
No No!

Here are my ratings:
Cost:
£290 reduced to £220
Quality: 8 (one for the straps keeps popping out)
Comfort: 8.5 (still a bit stiﬀ need to be broken in)
Looks: 10 (love them!)
Price:
9 (would have liked them even cheaper)

I did find the clamps a bit fiddly to set up but after
½ hour or so they were sorted and all ready for
Chairman Brian’s boxing day ride (I couldn’t wait)
Boxing day came and I started putting all my gear
on, then big problem, the boots wouldn’t fit on the
outside of my trousers. I couldn’t alter the boot
straps any further as they were on max (must be
my big calves!), plus I couldn’t fit the boots inside
my trousers because they had the winter lining
inside which was not elasticated. So, I ditched the
boots for my old ones (boohoo).

Fit for purpose - not sure. Yet to test them on a
ford. Moral of the story - always try before you
buy. Not like me who bought straight oﬀ the net
because they look good and the good price.
- Nigel

The next day I took the winter lining out of my
trousers and at last the boots and trousers fitted
fine. All excited I got the bike out and found too
my dismay I couldn’t change gear as the boots
were too big across the foot. It was starting to
become a bloody nightmare.
So, it was oﬀ home to alter the gear stick. This
should have been easy, but BMW in there
wisdom, decided to put a bolt on the gear stick
which was not compatible to any tool I had. So,
it was on the phone to my mates to source the
right tool for the job. Anyhow, after several
attempts I got the gear setting right. I put the bike
in the garage hoping to burn some rubber the
next day.

Fancy new piece of kit? Write a report and post it to me at:
progression@elam.org.uk
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CONTRIBUTORS
ELAM would be nothing without the contributions of its members and associates. Thanks
to all those who contributed to ELAM and to Progression this month.
Let’s push things forward...

Paul Brown

Rick Brown

Nigel Servini

Ed Stewardson

Dave Gallagher

Want to contribute to ELAM?
progression@elam.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS - GET INVOLVED
APRIL

MAY

JUNE

Sunday 7th
Machine Control Day

Sunday 5th
Full Members Social Ride

Tuesday 4th
Social Evening

Tuesday 9th
Social Evening

Tuesday 7th
Social Evening

Saturday 8th
Saturday Course B13
Observed Ride

Thursday 11th
Theory Night

Thursday 9th
Theory Night

Sunday 9th
Sunday Course 02/13
Observed Ride

Saturday 13th
Saturday Course B13
Observed Ride

Saturday 11th
Saturday Course B13
Observed Ride

Sunday 14th
Sunday course 02/13
Observed Ride

Sunday 12th
Sunday Course 02/13
Observed Ride

Saturday 20th
All Abilities Social Ride

Friday 17th
Senior Observer Training
Weekend

Thursday 25th
Theory Night

Saturday 25th
Saturday Course B13
Observed Ride

Saturday 27th
Saturday course
B13 Observed Ride

Sunday 26th
Sunday Course 02/13
Observed Ride

Sunday 28rd
Sunday course 02/13
Observed Ride

Please note that social rides have now been added to the calendar as
placeholders, but will require a full member to volunteer to lead the ride
for it to go ahead. Please look at the forum for more details closer to the
date of each ride.

http://www.elam.org.uk/cgi-bin/calendar.pl
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Venues
Club Nights - Eton Manor RFC, Nutter
Lane, Wanstead, E11 2JA
A great way to get to know fellow ELAMites,
have fun and even learn something!
Starts at 19.30
Contribution of £1 towards cost of venue.

Theory Nights - St. Francis Hall,
Hawkwood Crescent, Chingford, E4 7RS
Mandatory training for new associates.
Starts at 19.30
Snacks and drinks available for a small
contribution.

Machine Control Day - Northern
Showground, North Weald Aerodrome,
NOrth Weald, Epping, CM16 6AA
Essential machine control techniques for new
associates and members who need a refresh.
Starts at 9.00
Hot drinks provided by Paul Gillett for a small
fee.
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VIEW FROM
THE BACK

POST TEST ARRANGEMENTS
For all associates who are advised that they are “ready for test” by their
allocated observer, you should contact the following Senior Observers to
arrange a Check Test.
Claire Beckett

claire.beckett@elam.org.uk

Rick Brown

rick.brown@elam.org.uk

Paul Gillett

paul.gillett@elam.org.uk

Marek Wiluszynski

marek.wiluszynski@elam.org.uk

Mike Stewardson

mike.stewardson@elam.org.uk

ELAM
Through its aﬃliation to the
Institute of Advanced Motorists,
ELAM is able to oﬀer a quick,
simple, all inclusive package that
provides you with everything you
need to become an advanced
motorcyclist.

We like to think that ELAM is
diﬀerent. That's why we all
belong to it and why we're so
enthusiastic about it.
We don't mind what bike you ride
or whether you're a courier or a
stock broker, our motto is,
"it's not what you ride, it's the
way you ride it that matters".
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Please help support
ELAM by contributing to
progression
progression@elam.org.uk

